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On submitting the following Sermon to the inspection 
of the publick,it is necessary that it should be ac- 
companied with something ia the form of an apology 
for its inaccuracies, ifany should appear, either in 
style or docirine. It must be confessed, by every in- 
genuous advocate of ch -istianity, that many portions 
of the scriptures are somewhat obscure. The Epis- 
tle of Jude is considered, by many eminent writers, 


as of questionable authority; and the difficulty of | 
understanding what is its true import, to whom it 


originally applied, and by whom it was written, 
must leave upon the mind « degree of uncertainty 
as to the use to be made of it in this age of the 
world, This uncertainty ought not, however, to 
impair our confidence in any facts therein set forth ; 
and, while we confess ovr inability to unravel all 
its mysteries, we should strive the more earnestly 


to improve our knowledge of divine things. While | 


engeged in wriling the follewing discourse, aud 


feeling unwilling to disseut from the cpinions of suth 


men as Dr. A. Clark, Ur. Kneeland, and others, the | 


idea was suggested that possibly, the epistle of Jude, 


instead of being intended as a refutation of the | 


Gnostics, may have been written by one of that 
famous sect, and intended us a reproof levelled 
against other Christians who interpreted the doc- 
trines of Cirist in a low significa If the idea 
is worthy of notice, and should happen to fall under 
the observation of any of our more learned and 
experienced brethren, it may elicit farther light 
and lead to some good practical results, 
are not so tenacious of our opinions as to feel injured 


tron. 


gut, we 


by any currections of our errours; and feeble and 

imperfect as it is, we cheerfully submit the follow- 

ing hasty production to the candid examination of 
our intelligent readers. 

A SERMON, 

EY L. 8 EVERETT. 

Delivered at Aurelid, and published by request. 

“Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
about them, in like manner giving themselves over 
to fornication and going after strange flesh, are set 
‘forth for an example, sufiering the vengeance of eter- 
nal fire.” —Jude 7. 

The great diversity of opinion on matters 
of religious belief which exists among man- 
kind, arises from the nature of the testimony 
on which those variant opinions are predicated. 
In all Gases where matters of fact fall under 


the cognizance of eur senses, or are presented 
to the mind in a tangible form, there is no 
important disagreement. But-faith necessari- 
ly steps beyond knowledge, and dwells upon 
objects and evidence more imaginative, ined 
perhaps, beyond the pale of demonstration. 
It is ptoduced by evidence, but of a difierent 
kind from that which amoants to demonsira- 
tion—evidence, sometimes real, but ofien 
imaginary. ‘This testimony is presented to 
| an almost infinite variety of minds, under as 
great a diversity of circumstances, and the 
weight it will have upon our understandings 
willever be in proportion to the strength of 
our prejudices or prepossessions against or ju_ 
| favour of the proposition advanced. Educa- 
| tion has a powerful influence over the Winds 
| of most persons, and disqualifies many for 
| judging impartially of any subject on which a 
difference of opinion exists. It is, therefore, 
of the first isportanee, that, while we ure 
engaged in the investigation of religious truti:, 
our minds should be divested, as far as possi- 
ble, of all prejudice. 


The subject to be diseussed at this tiae } 
been long resorted to as evidente of the duc- 
trine of endless sin and suffering ; and, antil 
recently, but few have presumed to cali in 
| question a sentiment so long, so tenaciously, 
and so generally accredited. It need not, 
therefore, excite our surprise to find that this 
doctrine, however repugnant to reason and 
scripture, has been associated in our earliest 
impressions, With all that is sacred in religion, 
or correct in morals; and consequently, that 
it is sustained by our fears, as well as by ou; 
strongest prejudices. It is this which renders 
the task that now devolves on your speaker thie 
more arduous and difficult—and perhaps, may 
render my attempts to explain the text, not 
only fruitless, to some, but offensive to many 
of my hearers. But with no other desire, than 
that we may all come to the knowledge of the 
truth, whatever « may be, I shall proceed in 
the task assigned me. 


In order to a*right understanding of our 
text, it will be necessary to notice the leading 
features of the Epistle containing it. The 
learned have not dec:ded what Jude was the 
authour of this portion of the scriptures, év 
whom it was addressed, nor the time when it 
was composed. Consequently, any difficulties 
that may arise in our attempts to understand 
it, may be imputed to the obscurity in whieh 
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it is involved ; and, while we cheerfully assent | positions of science, falsely so called; which 


to the authenticity of the epistle, we are left 
to regret that some clue is not left us in a dis- 
cription of the authour, or the persons address- 
ed, by which a more positive and satisfactory 
solution could be obtained. But our vain 
regrets cannot avail any thing; and we are 
left to plod through the difficulties presented 
before us, aided mostly by the light of reason 
and an honest desire to obiain knowledge. 
The main position of the authour of this 
epistle is laid down in verse 4: * For some 
men,” says he, “have crept in privily, who 
were before, of old, set forth for this condem- 
nation, uugodly men, turning the favour 
(grace) of God into lasciviousness, and deny- 
ing the only Sovereign, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Maving stated the case and defined 
the criminality of the subjects of censure and 
condemnation, he next adverts to certain ex- 
amples of punishment which appositely illustra- 
ted that which would be inflicted upon those 
who were guilty of the sin before specified.—- 
Iie reminds those addressed of the marvellous 
deliverance of the Israelites from Egyptian 
bondage, and the destruction of the unbeliev- 
ing part of that people. In verse 6, asa far- 
ther illustration of his ideas he calls to mind 
a historical fact, recorded in Numbers, Chap. 
14, relative to certain messengers who desert- 
ed the cause of the Lord and were punished, 
with severity, for leaving their own habitation 
Next, as a farther illustration of the hypo- 
thesis assumed, be introduces the language 


of our text, in allusion to the destruction of 


Sodom and Gomorrah, which were set forth 


as an example of the punishment or calamity | 


that should befall the people spoken of in verse 
4. The description of the persons, in refer. 
ence to whom he spake, and of the calamitics 
which should come upon them, eads with 
verse 19, which I pass over for the present, 
as we may find it more convenient to examine 
it in detail as we proceed in the discussion. 

1. It is important that we should now ascer- 
tain who the persons were to whom the writer 





some prolessiug have erred concerning the 
faith.” Col, it. 8: “ Beware, lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ.” These 
passages when compared with the description 
given. in Buck’s Theo. Dict. will show the 
appositeness of the account of this people by 
the authour of our text. ‘* The Gnostics were 
ancient hereticks, famous from the first rise 
of Christianity, principally in the east. ‘The 
name (Gnostics—which is from a Greek word 
which signifies knowing ) was adopted by this 
sect, on the presumption that they were the 
only persons who had the true knowledge of 
Christianity. Accordingly, they looked on 
all other Christians as simple, ignorant, and 
barbarous persons, who explained and inter- 
preted the sacred writings in a low, literal, 
and unedifying signification At first, the 
Gnosticks were the only philosophers and wits 
of those times, who formed for themselves a 
peculiar system of theology, agreeable to the 
philosophy of Pythagoras and Plato; to which 
they accommodated al! their interpretations 
of scripture. They corrupted the doctrine of 
the gospel by a profane mixture of the tenets 


| of the oriental philosophy, concerning the 


' 


j 
} 


| viewed the doctrines aud 


origin of evil and the creation of the world, 
with its divine truths.” They held the body 
ina kind of pious abhorrence, and abstained 
from marriage on account of the contempt in 
which they held all terrestrial enjoyments. 
The light in which the authour of our text 
conduct of those 
persons, may be farther understood trom verses 
2and 13: ‘These are blemishes in your 
love-feasts, when they banquet with you, feed- 


| ing themselves without restraint : clouds with- 


alluded; as without knowing this, all our | 


conclusions will be vague and uncertain. It 
is a generally received opinion of the learned, 
from which [ have no disposition to dissent, 
that the persons spoken of were the Gnosticks. 
The description given in our context, of the 
individuals alluded to, corresponds perfectly 
with the account elsewhere furnished us, of 
the peculiaritics of that famous sect. It is 


out water, carried aside by winds; trees whose 
fruit withereth, barren, twice dead, plucked 
up by the roots; raging waves of the sea, 
fuamiug out their own shame; wandering 
stars, to whom the Llackness of darkness is 
reserved to the age.” 

‘These remarks and quotations will enable 
us to fix with some certainty upon the persons 


| of whose condemnation and punishment the 


supposed this sect is intended in the following | 


passages: Ist John, ii. 19: ‘*‘They went out 


; Christianity. 


from us, but they were not of us; for $f they | 


had been of us, they would, no doubt, have 
continued with us: but they went out, that 
they might be made manifest that they were 
not all of us.” Ist Tim. vi.20,21: “O Timo- 
thy, keep that which is committed to thy trast, 


avoiding profaye and vain babblings, and ops | 


cities of the Plain were set forth an example ; 
and this will help usto an understanding of 
what remains to be considered. And here 
permit me to remark, that an indiscriminate 
application of the text toginy class of persons 
beside the ancient Gnostics, is crroneous, ab- 
surd, and oftentimes injurious to the cause of 
True, in cases where there 1s 
a coincidence of sentiment and conduct, be- 
tween those primarily addressed and others, 
it may be proper to make an application of the 
same coudemnatory iauguage: but this prac- 
tice can only be justifed by an obvious, and 
striking similarity. 

2, We will now consider the nature of the 
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example set forth in the case referred to..And | torments of hell would cease, for a short time, 


here it may be observed, first, that the wicked- 


ness of the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomor- | 


rah, was an appropriate illastration of that 
which characterized the persons referred toin 
the text. ‘Ihe inhabitants of thdse places had 
habitually committed fornication, and gone af- 
ter strange flesh ; and these iniquities are con- 
sidered as distinguishing traits in the character 
of those mentioned verse 4th. by the authour 
of our text. 

As like causes produce like effects, it was 
to be expected there would be a similarity in 
their punishments ; hence, Sodom and Gomor- 
rah and the cities about them, were set forth 
as an example * suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire’’—in other words a striking evi- 
dence that the guilty must suffer for their sins. 
It will not follow, however, that the ancient 
hereticks alluded to, were to endure the same 
kind of punishment as that inflicted on the 
Sodomites ; but punishment of a similar kind, 
or misery aptly illustrated by the example, 
might be expected to fall upon them. 

3. But the main point to which I would con- 
fine your attention, is, the nature of the pun- 
ishment set forth as an example. It is suppo- 
sed, by many, that the Sodomites were set 
forth as an example suffering the pains of an 
eternal hell ; and that the fact of their being 
in that situation was related, as a proof chat 
the hereticks of those times were to go to hell 
also. To convince my hearers that such is 
not the fact, I desire attention to the following 
particulars. 

1 Thereis an obvious impropriety in sup- 
posing, even if the Sodomites were in 
that the circumstance of ther beng there 
could be referred to as an example of what 
should befall the Gnosticks ; for, perhaps, (on 
the orthodox ground) some of those persons 


hel! 


| 


at least, and thus make it out, that hell would 
have a vacation! This would be fatal to orthu- 
doxy, for it not only contends for the eternity, 
but also for the perpetuity of misery in hell. 
But, moreover, should the Sodomites ever get 
out of hell,-we are ata loss to know how our 
limitarians would get them back again. 

8. But it should be remembered, that those 
cities were then suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire. ‘hey were vot set forth to bean 
example some thousands of years afterwards ; 
when it would be impossible to profit from 
a contemplation of their suffering, but they 
were then suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire. Now, if we admit the notion of a future 
judgement and all its concomitants, that will 
disprove the common opinion of our subject ; 
and if we admit that the Sodomites were ac- 
tually in hell several thousand years ago, that 
will disprove a future day of judgement. Our 
opponents may therefore take their choice of 
these two evils; either to give up the notion 
of their endless hell, or deny with us that there 
is to be a future judgement after the resurrec- 
tion. 

From what has been said we find it ne- 
cessary to seek farther for the nature of the 
punishment set forth as an example: And [ 
know of no better mode of interpretation than 
to adopt the most simple, and obvious, and 
easy construction that can be given to the text. 
If we adopt this, mode, we shall without hes:- 
tation, consult the scriptures to ascertain the 


| nature and extent of the calamities which be- 


had repented of their sins in time to escape . 


that punishment ; and those who were referred 


to the example, had also the ability te escape, | 


by a timely reformation, all misery cf a sim:lar 
kind. 

2. But, those persons referred to, as we 
learn from our context, were reserved in chains 
under darkness, unto the judgement of the 
great day. Nowif we admitthe notion of a 
future judgement, for the sake of argument, 
we shall find that orthodoxy itself, will not al- 
low usto suppose that they were actually ina 
hell of endless torment. Observe: Our op- 
ponents contend that hell is a place of endless 
Misery, and tell us that people will not go there 
until after the day of judgement. Hence, un- 


Jess they abandon the notion of a future judge- | 


ment,they must admit that the Sodomites were 
Not in the he!! of endless torment. 
they should contend that they were in hell, 
they will find it necessary to take them from 
that place into the presence of God, to be 


But if 


judged ; and then we should maintain that the | 


fell cities; and when we have learned 
the facts we shall rest from our labours, 
and be satisfied, without entering into any 
speculations as to matters which inGnite Wis- 
dom has not seen fit to reveal. If, therefore, 
it be ascertained (hat Sodom and Gomorrah er 
their inhabitants were in an endless hell—and it 
this fact is revealed in the bible, we are bound 
to believe it; but if no such thing be revealed, 
we ought not to believe it. 

The most particular account of what befell 
those cities is furnished us in Gen. (9th. chap- 
ter where we are told that * the Lord rained 
upon Sodom, aod upon Gomorrah, brimstone 
and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he 
overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and 
all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which 
grew cpon the ground.” ‘This is the sam and 
substance of all that is, or ever has been re- 
vealed on this subject. ‘I'he most, then, that 
we are authorised to say, is, the cities were ut- 
terly destroyed by fire from heaven (probably 
electricity) and that the inhabitants experien- 
ced a dreadful death in the flames. But how- 
ever remarkable it may appear, there is nota 
single word said about their being burned up 
in an endless hell ! 

It is possible, however, that some may sup- 
pose the text to define the nature of the fire 








Mise 

iil which they were “consumed, ‘and conclude 
that the words * eternal fire” signify the end- 
less misery of those wicked persons. But, ad. 
mitting the fire to be eternal, or endless, does 
it follow that Sodom, and Gomorrah, and their 
inhabitants are ali in existence yet, and sub. 
ject to this fire ? It will be admitted, i believe, 
that the buildings of these cities were utterly 
consumed, and that of course if the fire is yet 
burning it no longer feeds on the com :bustible 
matter of which they are composed. ‘Then 
why not admit that the bodies of those unfor- 
tunate persons were utterly consumed in that 
eternal fire, and even if the fire yet continues 
to burn, those sinvers are no longer subject to 
it? Will not this hold good in both cases as 
well as in either ? But it may be said that 
fire yet torinents the those persons, 
which never can be consumed or die. Yet I 
may be ailowed to ask, why fire cannot de- 
stroy the soul or spirit of man, as well as his 
body ? Will the answer be—* because it 
immaterial and mdestructible ?” If so, then 
it proves that fire cannot injure the soul at all; 
and our disembodied spirits would be as well 
off in eternal fire, as in either air, earth, or 
water. But, will it be said that ihe fire is only 
a figure employed to an adequaie 
idea of the punishimeat to be inflicted upon 
those hereticks ? If so, it would !ead us tocon 
clude, that a figure of a figure, was used, for 
that purpose, which is too absurd tobe accred 


ited ; 


this 
souls of 


is 





convey 


moreover, we have every reason to be 


than a plain matter of fact, on record in the 
19th. chapter of the book ofGenesis. Nor is 
it unreasonable to suppose that the plain, out- 
ward, and primary sense of the he ed fact, 
was what he intende a as being illustrative of 


spoken of. 


In this sense the passage is un- | 


| 
| 
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. But adi vitting r for the sake of argament 
ae the fire is never to be extinguished, and 
that it will burn in eternity; it would then 
remain to be proved that God will permit the 
devil to roast his children in it forever. Fire, 
when considered as one of the Zlements, may 
be said to be eternal, for we know not when it 
became a property of matter, nor when it will 
cease to be such ; yet, we have witnessed its 
action upoa combustibles and we have seen 
that it consumed them, and then ceased. We 
may hence conclude that fire may continue to 
exist after it has decomposed what it was suf- 
fered to act upon, and yet the substance or 
constituent properties of it will remain unde. 
stroyed and can no longer be subject to its rav- 
ages. ‘T’hisis true of all material substances, 
Again :—Fire is used for two purposes, viz. 
to decompose, and to purify. The fire from 
heaven which fel! upon Sodom and Gomorrah, 
was used to dec ompose or destroy. This i 
evident from the history of the event. It de- 
streyed the cities, the inhabitants, and * that 
which grew upon the ground.” We have no 
right, therefure, to conclude tbat the inhabi- 
tanis were subject to this fire any longer than 
the cities and the products of the field. All 
were alike decumposed ordestroyed. Yet the 
fire that consumed them is called eternal fire, 
What does this prove ! Does it prove the eter- 
nity of hell? Certainly not, but the reverse. 
It affords conclusive evidence that the adjec- 








| tive eéernad is, at least in one instance applied 
lieve, that the writer referred to nothing more | 


to fire, which has at length been eéxtinguish- 
| ed. 
Again. Ifany other fire beside the natural 


element is ever used, it is to purify and not to 


destroy And strange as it may seem, there }s 


Pers mee = s ely dwell 
| a kind of frein which we may sately awe, 
the calamity which should befall the hereticks | 


derstood, even by some among our opponents, | 


as correctly observed by Dr. A. Clark.— 
** Some,” says he, “apply this to the utter sub 
version of these cities; so that by the action 
of that fire which descended from he aven, they 
were totally and eternally destroyed; for as to 
their being rebuilded, that is impossible, see- 
ing the very ground on which they stood is 
burnt up, and the whole plain is now the im- 
mense lake Asphaltit: i 

4. It may, however, be expected by some, 
that more will be said of the “ eternal fire” 
mentioned in the text. Some remarks may 
he neces ‘sary on account of the meaning which 
has been attached to these words. J ren vark. 

1. Should it be admitted on al! hands, that 
the fire under consideration is the fire of 
imaginary hell of christians, and that such fire 


fsa. 33 14, 
rat r , te \ 
‘'}'he sinners in Zion are afraid; fear- 
hath surprized the hypocrites: Who 


l’or a description of this fire, se 
15. 


fulness 


| among us shall dwell with the devouring fire ? 


the | 


whoamong us shall dwell with everlasting 
burnings 7 He that walketh righteously, and 
speaketh uprightly ; he that despiseth the gain 
of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from 
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from 
hearins 2 of blood, and shutteth his eyes from 
sceing evil.” Here we have a description of 
akind of fire more terrible to sinners and hy- 
pocrites than that mentioned in our text, and 
vet none but the righteous are ae worthy 
to dwell inat! See also, Isa. 31: “ And 
his princes shall be afraid of the fA saith 
the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his fur- 
From this we learn that 


nace in Jerasalem.” the 
Ged has a furnace, ard fire too, and yet it Is 
| not iu eternity, but at Jerusalem. Now, we 
| have only to ascertain what God will do with 


i3 eternal, it would no more prove the absurd | 


dogma of eternal torment, than it would the 
literal burning of those cities to all ete epity. 
As we have seen, that cannot be the case { 
the nature of things. 


' 


from 


this fire, and then the matter may rest. See 
§. Cor. 3: ‘* For other foundation 
can no man Jay than that is laid, which is Je- 
sus Christ; now if any man build upon this 


1J—J5. 





. 








whereas it is not so, but a deliverance from 
sin. 2 Admitting no future punishment, those 


foundation gold, silyer, precious stones, wood, 
hay, stubble ; every man’s work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because 
it shall be revealed by fire; and~the fire shal] 
try every man’s work, of what sort it is: If 
any man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward; if any 
man’s work shall be burned, he shal! suffer 
loss: but he himself shal] be save; yet so as 
by fire.’ From these passages we learn that 
the effect of fire is not so horrible as many 
have supposed. indeed itis my earnest prayer 
that we may all be enabled to dwell with de- 
vouring fire and everlasting burnings—that 
our works of hay, wood, and stubble may be 
consumed, and we be saved, as by fire. Jesus 
Christ is qualified to baptize maukiud in the 
holy spirit and in fire; in other words his 
mission was, to purify mankind from their 
sins, by pouring out the spirit of God upon the 
world—for ‘our Godis a consuming fire.”’ 

Now if punishment is represented by the 
figure of fire, it only goes to show us that as 
fire effects the destruction of combustible mat- | 
ter, and purifies all that is really valuable, so 
punishment is corrective—designed to destroy 
our evil propensities, and purify our souls 
from the dross of sin, pollution, and moral 
defilement. ‘Fhisis the true object and desien 
of punishment. It is or should be in al! cases 
corrective or disciplinary Nothing else can 
be justified on principles of mercy ov justice ; 
and he who supposes otherwise, has yet to learn , 
the difference between equitable chastisement 
for the benefit of the offender, and vindictive 
torment inflicted by almighty wrath to gratify | 
the malignity of a Tyrant. 

In conclusion, I shall briefly notice the prin- | 
cipal objection which may be supposed to | 
arise in the minds of present. Object. 
Admitting the correctness of 
remarks, it would seem that the destruction 
of the Sodomites, &c. so far from being a 
punishment, would be the greatest blessing 
imaginable, inasmuch as their sudcen destruc- 
tion would end their pain end Jand them in 
heaven; while righteous Lot and his family 
would be doomed to endure many evils conse 
quential on the prolongation of their lives. ‘To 
this objection I reply, 

1. It arises from the popular notion that 
salvation is a deliverance from~punishment, 


some 


‘ { P > 
tHe jorevomsg 


wicked persons may experience a privation of | 
enjoyment, in consequence of their incapacity | 
to receive it, and they may have been ade- | 
quately punished by a long endurance of the 
evils‘of transgression, and in the awful death 
which they experienced. 3. But it would be 
presumptuous in me or any other man to assert 
that there will be no punishment in ecternity— | 
equally presumptuous as it would be to assert | 
that there shall be any punishment there. [t 
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| dark, gloomy, and awiul scene. 
| lows, that the persons designated by the au- 


i ong 
anc oy 





> 


is therefore enongh for man to know, that all 
sinners will be punished enough, and that it 
The 
and they may not have been 
punished enough in time-- they may, and they 
may not be punished in eternity; but be it as 
it may, one fact is clear, they must ultimately 
be restored to holiness and happiness, or else 
the very object and design of all punishment 
would be defeated. 4. But admitting they 
were taken immediately to heaven, it would 
follow that they were previously purified by 
the natural or spiritual fire of God; and that 
event would be congenial with the best desires 
of the human heart; forall good people desire” 
that the worst of men should be made better, 
even should an instantanecus conversion be- 
the means of effecting it. 5. And it is by no 
means certain that Lot and his family experien— 
ced more pain than happiness in donsequence- 
of the prolongation of their lives; hence they 
had reason to bless God for their deliverance 
even if the Sodomites went * right to heaven.’” 
Moreover, we can all say with the prophet. 
‘** Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his,” even though. 
heaven waits to bless all men at death. Lastly. 
The horrours of a dreadful death, were con- 
sidered, and justly so, by the aftcients, as the 
worst of calamities, as eternity was to them a 
Hence it fol- 


will eud when the subject is made holy. 


Sodomites may 


‘9 


oor of our text, were to experience some 


; dreadful punishment for their sins; but that 


man is to be pitied who can {rd nothing sufti- 
ciently appalling and dreadful short ef an e’er- 


| nity of endless, unnecessary, and cruel tor- 


ment. 

f.ctus unite, then, in ascriptions of praise 
y to that God, who, though he cause 
grief for a season, will nevertheless have com- 
passion according to the multitude of his ten- 
der mercies; and let us remember that he will 
‘* recompense the righteous,” &c. 

AMEN. 





ORIGINAL COMRIUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
There are many persons who, no doubt, 
wish sell to the interests of religion, but have 
imbibed snch erroneous views of its character, 
that their efforts generally prove the destrac- 
tion of what they wish to support. There is 
not, perhaps, a more unfortunate person, con- 
sidered either with reference to himself or to 
those with whom he is associated, than the 
bigot. Ife is unfortunate as respects himself, 
for he tives in perpetual uneasiness ; unfortue 
nate in regard to others, for he destroys, as 
far as his influence extends, all those social 
feelings and friendly connections which are sa 
endearing fo the human heart, and so profita- 


bie in society He is the anthor of all those 
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angry disputes which destroy christian charity. 
He raises that virulent opposition, excites 


those violent persecutions, which so frequent- | 


jy characterise religious sectaries, which sad- 
den the bearts, and render abortive all the 
benevolent intentions of true christians. 

The man whose mind is enlightened, whose 
faith is founded on rational conviction, who has 
embraced christianity because he has examin- 
ed the evidences of its truth, will always adopt 
a mild and benevolent course towards those 
who may happen to differ from him in matters 
of opinion. People sometimes get angry when 
endeavouring to support a sentiment ; but an- 
ger is seldom resorted to when any other ar- 
gument is at hand. Men never use harshness 
or severity in matters of religion, when they 
have truth to offer insupport of their positions, 
and persecution is an argument they are not 
willing to use when they have evidence to 
convince the understanding. 

Bigo's are therefore always ignorant, or ig- 
norance is always the cause of bigotry. No 
man that is well informed, is so attached to 


any particular sentiment that he cannot bear | 


with composuse whatever, argument can he 
brought against it. Bot the ignorant man, 
when he hears any thing advanced against his 
favorite theory, is alarmed; he embraced it 
without conviction, aod vainly esdeavours to 
support it without reason. [le trembles for 
himself. He supposes, if the notions he so 
fondly cherishes should be given up, he can 
receive nothing in exchange which can equal 
their value, Poor man! had he known that 
no sentiments, if false, are of any value, and 
that if he lese such sentiments, but receive 


truth in exchange, his loss is to his own ad- | 


vantage, he might have been at peace—he 


needed not have feared to bring his sentiments | 


to the test of tbe closest examination. 


How many there are, when they hear a man 
cail in question what they have hitherto con- 


sidered as truth, will pronounce him at once a | 
dangerous man, and think it their duty to des- | 
troy his influence! Such a man, or one who | 


demands of every person the reason why he 
adopts this or that sentiment, is indead dange- 
rous, but be is dangerous only to falsehood. 
Truth is mighty, and will never suffer by 
anycontrast she may have with errour,if she be 
left free to exert her native strength. If my 
brother has the truth, my reasoning against it 
will not make it false, nor endanger its success. 
If he knows the evidences by which his senti- 
ments are supported, be need only exhibit 
them, and the controversy is ended; but if he 
has embraced faehood, and does not know 
it, he ought to thank moe for convincing him of 


his mistake; if he knows his sentiments are | 


false, be ought to be ashamed to advocate 
them. 


Rigotry, or an improper attachment to cer- | 





| tain opinions, or an excessive partiality to a 
| particular creed, which blinds us to the merits 
of every other, is perhaps ‘the most prolifick 
| source of fanaticism. [t is generally our at- 
tachment to our sentiments, and our inability 
to defend them by sound argument, that pro- 
duce those deleterious practices which merit 
this odions.appellation, He who knows why 
he believes a doctrine, and is able to produce 
the evidences by which it is supported, never 
runs to extremes, or adopts any irrational me- 
thods, to spread his doctrine, or to convince 
men it istrue, But the ignorant, the man of 
a contracted mind, limited views, and little 
wisdom, readily advances from a bigot toa 
violent fanatick. The church of Christ, and 
mankind generally, have suffered exceedingly 
from persons of this description. Armed with 
a fiery zeal, they have driven not only them- 
selves, but all with whom they associated, into 
excesses the most dangerous and practices the 
most destructive. 

It is not my motive to trace the evil conse- 
| quences of religious, or rather irreligious zeal, 
| as the offspring of ignorance, and unreasonable 
attachment to one’s creed. It is evough that 
we have learned their cause. Whoever will 
take the pains to examine tle subject, will 
find it to hold generally true, that bigots, 
zealots, fanaticks or enthusiasts in religion, 
though in many respects different, are per- 
sons who endeavour to atone for the deficien- 
cy of their knowledge by the exuberance of 
their zeal, who mistake the visions of fancy 
for the suggestions of reason—the efferves- 
cence of passion for the convictions of the 
understanding, and unyielding obstinacy for 
strength of argument or power of demonstra- 
tion. They consider the ardour with which 
they labour to make them believe the vaga- 
ries of their own disordered brains, or the 
prejudices of their own misguided choice, 
will supply the place of any examination 
|of the utility of their views, or any inquiry 
respecting the correctness of the medium 
through which they have beheld them; that 
the noise they make, and the torrent of invec- 
tive they pour upon the heads of those who 
dare question the propricty of their conduct 
or the trath of their sentiments, will make 
‘ample amends for the want of evidence to 
establish their creed, or charity to render their 
labours pleasing or useful. ‘l'o such persons 
we would say, “ prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good ;”"—that no zeal can atone for 
the breach of Christian charity; that no 
blind adherence to falsehood can make it true ; 
and no obstinacy, however unyielding, will 
excuse aman for not examining his creed; 
that no confidence in one’s own infallibility, 
will warrant him to condemn any sentiment 
| before he has heard it, and the arguments by 
' which it is supported. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
JOURNEY TO HELL. 

The literal situation of this region, has been 
the subject of much controversy, aod may 
still be considered a matter of very serious 
inportance to the Christian world, 

Various denominations in christendom, have 
located hell at seme distance onknown, and 
yet they have given us a very extraordipary 
account of all the ingredients and materials 
with which it is furnished or composed. The 
frightful statue cf Pluto has been arrayed, the 
mighty thanderbolts of Vulcan.described, the 
wonderful power and ability of an uncreated 
being called the devil exhibited, aud varions 
circumstances connected with his employment 
related. That these and the like fabulous 
stories of pagan theology, have been substitu- 
ted, forthe want of other means, by a rich 
and lazy priesthood, to increase a magnitied 
terrour in the bteasts of their hearers, and 
give a lasting permanency to their particular 
modes ef faith, and secure to them larger 
sums of cash, is a truth too evident to be 
misunderstcod 

As I have had some reason to question the 





truth of their statements, aud doubt the cor- | 


rectness of their ideas, I purpose to give a 
brief account of hell, and leave it with the 
candid reader tu determine as to the propricty 
of my ideas 

I have ever believed it to be the summit of 
all human virtue and considered it the surest 
ruad to happiness, to follow the dictates of our 
understandings, and to render that service to 
our fellow men which their need requires ; and 
Ithink I may venture to say, this was one 
reason for my undertaking this painful and ex- 
tremely unpleasant journey. 

The morning was calm, the sun shone with 
uncommon brilliancy, the birds tuned their 


sensual gratification. Every passion was in- 
dulge:!, and every art of dissimulation prac- 
tised. ‘The ghastly forms of riot and debauche- 
rv stalked forth exhibiting the most deplorable 
wretchedness and oppressive misery which 
the mind can possibly conceive. 

The recling carcases of worthless drunk- 
ards—the baughty insolence of conceited fops 
—the mercile:# disposition of covetous misers 
—-the uplifted arm of malignant persecutors, 
and the wild ambition of infuriated monarchs 
whose fruitless glory had desolated cities and 
overturned empires, leaving the widow and 
the fatherless unprotected, conspired to rén- 
der the subjects of heil a truly deplorable 
race of beings. Such was the discord and 
confusion, that the most exulted imagination 
can form but a faint idea of the overwhelming 
misery of its inhabitants. | saw that great 
numbers were continually thronging into this 
gulph of affliction from almost all quarters, 
As I looked | trembled for their fate, and then 
1 wondered with myself why these things 
were sv. Ona careful examination I found 
that they were those who listened at every call 
of the passions, and adhered to thos: visions 
of delusion which originated in Paganism, and 
have been perpetuated by a crafiy priesthood 


till their blind zeal led them to commit the 


most flagrant outrages on individual right as 
the proper means for securing uncorrupted 


| felicity. 


I remonstrated with thein as to the proprie- 
ty of the course they were pursuing, bat they 
would excuse themselves by saying, good 


'mentell us that money will save souls trom 


Throats in strains of sweetest melody, and all | 


nature seemed prepared to augment my bap- 
piness, when I left my own Sittle terregtrial 
paradise, for the unpleasant and painful scenes 
of this dire abode of mental sorrow. IT had 
climbed no cliff-mounted cascade, crossed no 
floods, traversed no deserts, nor discovered 
apy very remarkable appearance in the face 
of the country, when, to my utter astonish- 
iment and surprise, I found myself already 
“in the depths of hell,” and surrounded by 
#0 innumerable multitude whose melancholy 


vices had plunged them into this dismal scene | 
of rain and despair, where I beheld thousands | 
| sed his dying prayer, his gracious promises, 


groaning under the weight of poverty and 


riches, and tens of thoasands experiencing all | 


the sad consequences of the most depraved 
understandings and corrupted hearts. Anger. 
pride, hatred, malice, revenge, covetousn: «5 
and persecution, with nameless other vices, 
were the inseparable companions of these 
deluded sufferers. 
their desires and an unbounded license to every 





hell or endless misery in a future state of ex- 
istence, and as this is true, why will it pot in 
this? They tell us also that God delights in 
retaliating for the offences of man, and that 
saints rejoice in witnessing their afflietioa.— 
Now, is it not conclusive, and does it not 
fullow as a matter of course, that happiness 
can be derived upon the same prifciple, and 
hy the same means here below? I ebtreated 
them to forsake the carnal propensities of their 
earthly natures, and abandon the idea that 
temporal things would ever satisfy those which 
were eternal. 1 laboured to convince them 
of that truth which maketh free the captive 
soul of man. I shewed them the path of our 
spotless Redeemer, and endzavoured to per- 
suade them of the necessity of walking there- 
in. I showed them the cross of our Saviour’s 
crucifixion. [ pointed to Calvary, and rehear- 


his everlasting love; and then I implored the 
God of heaven to take away the veil of co- 


| veriog from off their faces that they might 


They gave free vent to | 
| sibilities of their natures were enlivened, and 


| see the goodness of the Lord which leadeth 


unto repentance, and thereby obtain a speedy 
deliverance from all sin and its consequential 
evils, Upon this If perceived the tonder sev- 


ic 
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that strong emotions of sympathy existed i in 





| 
their breasts, strong symptoms of conviction | 


were visible, and the mighty efficacy of God’s 
unchanging goodness distinctly manifest. I 
heard many exclaim, “ Good tidings of great 
joy,” and blessed be the name of him “who 
taketh — the sin of the world,” songs and 
praises, glory and honour, thanksgiving and 
prayer, was now the most delifhtful occupa- 
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ry ousaued with the * infallible rule” 





dictated by the 
Almighty, and written by “inspiration of the Holy 


Spirit?” We do not understand this mystery. Will 


| they teil ns that their articles of faith are taught in 


tion of all such as had tasted ‘of the wters | 


ot divine life. 


The friendly hand of charity | 


was extended, the kind affections of brotherly | 


love were shed abroad in the heart, and these 
once anhappy wretches now beheld the glory 
of God with joy anspeakable. L need not tell 
my fricodly reader that they did not retreat 
out of heil, but that hell retreated out of 


them ; and that I had the inexpressible satis- | 


faction of sceing the sting of death swallowed 
up by the unquenchable love of our beavenly 
Redeemer, 

‘hus ended my journey to this terrifick 
region of despair, which, as [ trust, will tn 
due time, be totally destroyed by the all con- 
quering love of the ‘* Father of the spirits of 
to the universal honour of Prince 


Cc. W: 


all flesh,” 
Emannel. 
Lockport, April !2th, 1628 
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The tenth, the whole truth, and nothing but the | truth. 





EXAMIN ATION 


Of the * Articles of Faith and Covenant,” adopted by 
tne Presbylerian Church, in Auburn, Nov. 1817. 


| Virtually deny the fact by coining 


A smalt pamphlet containing the articles of faith, ' 


Xe of the Presbyterian Church in this village, has | 


been put into our hands 
the more prominent faults of the doctrine therein ex- 
In attempting to comply 
with ihe request, we shall only notice such errours as 


pressed should be exposed. 


with a request that some of | 


are most glaring; but that the reader may be prepa- | 


S3 
red to form an opinion of the merits of the case, we 
shall give each article an insertion, and accompany 
it with such observations as may be thought necessary. 
‘The “articles of faith” are fifteen in number, and 
are preceded by the following, which serves as an 
iwtreduetion. 

“We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament, are the word of God, written by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit: and that they contain 
an infallible rule of faith and practice.’ 

The foregoing is as it should be. All the members 
of the Presbyterian Church, in Auburn, we suppose, 
have given their assent to the facts set forth iu the 
above; aad no one, we presume, will impeach their 


sincerity, or doubt the truth of the ideas therein 
expressed, “We believe”’—what? Ans.—T lint t 
Bible is the word of God, and that i/ [the Bible} 


contains “ an infallible ru’e of faith’and practice.” 
Ii, then, the seriptures contain such an “ infallible 
rule,” why did eur friends set themselves at work to 
‘pulls 2° Why 


make fiffeen other were they not 


| disposition to call it question, 


the Scriptures? not use them as there ex- 
pressed? Have our Presbyterian friends been com- 
pelled to compile a new set of articles from a work 
written by the Holy Spirit—have they been constrain- 
ed to improve on an infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice? “There is something rotten in Denmark.” 
The problem will be solved as we proceed. 

“1, We believe in the existence of one Infinite 
God, who, although one God, subsists in an incom- 
prehensible Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghest.” 


If so, why 


ih emma are set forth in this first article: 
viz. 1. There is one God : 2. He subsists in an incom- 
ita Trinity. 
virtually a denial of the introductory article above 
noticed, and a palpable contradiction in the bargain. 
the scriptures 


To our weak capacity, here is 


After having professed to believe that 
contain an infallible rule of faith and practice, they 
the word Trinity ; 
and after declaring that there is but one God, they 
(equal in power and glory,) 
Ghost.” Now, if the scrip- 
ble rule of faith and practice,” 


speak of three beings, 
Father, Son, and Holy 
tures “contain an infalli 

why have the Presbyterians professed to believe in an 
‘incomprehensible T'rinity?"’ The Bible, we affirm, 
says nothing about such athing as an incomprehensi- 
ble Trinity-—and the fact that the Presbyterians have 
found it necessary to make such a doctrine, implies, 
that, after all, they think themselves capable of int- 
proving upon what they confess was written by inspi- 


{ ration. 


“2, We believe that God made man at first, upright, 
in his own moral image, and constituted him publick 
head and repress itative of his posterity; and that in 
consequenc e of } his descendants are 
totally depraved, aud that all their doings and exerci- 
ses, while unregenerate, are wholly sinful.” 


Nsobedience, 


As this article constitutes a distinguishing item in 
the creed under examination, we must be allowed to 
We are first told, that 


moral image.” 


give it particular attention. 
in his own 
Toses, and we have no 


God fiade man upright, 
This, we admit, is taught by } 


But, next, we are in- 


| formed that the first man was constituted * pnblick 


| 


head and representative of his posterity”—all very 
What next? Why, this upright being—this 
representative—this moral image of a perfect and 
holy God, violates the law of his Meker, and “in+ 
cousequence of his disobedience, his descendants are 
totally depraved ?” one of two things must be 
true: Either, first, the first man was the representative 
of his posterity before his disobodience—and if so, all 


good. 


Now, 


mea are born into the world as pure as he was before 
he transgressed ; 
sentative of his posterity before the fall—and therefore 
eld not involve his posterity in guilt. In either 
case, this “article of faith” is anti-scriptural, and 
opposed to reason. The ceriptures, which % contain 
ap ve oF feuia and prestios” are silent as to 
any coctrine of the kind consideration, and 


or secondly, he was nol the repre- 


under 
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yeason explodes the notion that the decendants of Adam 
are accountable for his actions. 

But farther: If it be admitted that Adam was ma- 
terially more holy and upright by nature, than his 
posterity, how came it to pass that he tramsgres ed 
the law of his Maker-with so ready a haud? One 
would almost think that the fact of his baving trans- 
gressed, the first opportunity, the first command, would 
argue the highest degree of imperfection in the con- 
stitution of human nature. Mankind, since the fall, 
do not transgress unless temptations are pleced in their 
way, and Adam did sin when firsttempted. Wherein, 
then, is the great difference between Adam and his 
posterity? Butshould it be maintained that he was 
materially different from his offspring before the fall, 
then it would follow, that he was not a fair sample of 
the rest of mankind, consequently, he was not the 
representative of beings so totally different in all their 
nature and propensities from himself. 

Bat we are told that the posterity of the “ upright” 
man, are involved in the consequences of his guilt to 
such a lamentable degree, that they are “ totally de- 
praved!” Now, the fact is, although our Presbyterians 
pretend that mankind are as bad as bad can be, they 
have not the folly to declare, that one individual can 
now corrupt the uuborn sgul of another. So it would 
seem, after al], that Adam, perfect as he was, had so 
much imperfection about him, that by eating an apple 
he could contaminate a whole creation; while his 
poor depraved posterity—who are “ incapable of think- 
ing a good thought, or of doing a good action,” can 
only, with the aid of infinite imputed guilt, damn their 
own souls! What a perfect, uprigh!, and purely moral 
being Adam must have been! And how vastly wise 
must have been the creator of the Presbyterian “arti- 
cles of faith.” 


But it becometh us to consider this article a little | 


farther. We are farther told that “all the doings” of 
mankind “while unrezenerate, are wholly sinful.” 
What a sublime theory is here presented to the mind! 
Reader—if this statemeni be true, you had better 
beware how you act; for if you pray, it is © wholly 
sinful”—if you sing, it is “wholly sinful"—if you vo 
to meeting, it is * wholly sinful”—if you relieve the 
distresses of the widows and fatheriess, it is “wholly 
sinful”—if you are honest in all your dealings, it is 
“wholly sinful”—if you read your bible with a sincere 
desire to know the truth as it is in Jesus, it is * wholly 
sinful”—and, O, how shocking! if you give the eoily 
Parson any thing for retailing damnation to sinners— 
or contribute to educate the “poor and pious’—or 
bny a bible for your family, alas, alas! it is “ wholly 
sinful!!!” We advise you, then, if you believe the 
foregoivg article of faith, to stop where you are, and 
yet the regenerate take care of themselves, 

Yet the righteous, the converted part of Adam's 
race, those whose natures have been changed, can get 
along quite well; for /iey, if they neglect duties, or 
transyress the laws of God or men, it is, peradventnre, 
Only the backsliding of a saint. Perhaps this is the 
teason why converis become so destitute of the social 
Virtues, and so deplorably deficient in the tender chari- 
ties of humanity. They can sin and repent, and vet 
along very well; for as we shall find when we pro- 
ceed the “ regenerate cannot fall totaily and entirely 
@way.” But these articles contain so many interesting 
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topicks, that we must be careful, lest too much of a 
good thing should be furnished our readers at once. 
To be continued. 
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‘*£ARNESTLY-CONTEND FOR THA FAITH.’ 








ANTI-SOCIAL RELIGiON. 
“ For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.” 

Of late we have been sometimes amused, but more 
frequently disgusted, with the conduct of certain pro- 
fessors of religion, who secm disposed to be pious at 
the expense of common friendship and politeness, We 
allude to the studied neglect with which some persons 
treat others whom they consider hereticks, on account 
of an honest difference of sentiment from themselves. 
If such persons, who affect to despise their neighbours, 
could but see themselves as they are geen by others, 
they would, it is charitably believed, amend their eon- 
duct, and strive to correct their feelings. 

Without, for the present, any reference to the in- 
congruity of such conduct with the Christian profes- 
sion, it may be considered asan infringement upon 
the rules of common politeness, and therefore anbe- 
| coming the gentleman. Such are the relations of socie- 





| ty that unless some little condescension or canrtesy is 
practised, we deprive ourselves of much true enjoy- 
| 


ment. Few things tend more directly to promote 


happiness, than a cordial reciprocation of kindly feel- 


Ings. 


gs. The free interchange of civil salutations —those 


tender inquiries after the healih and bappiness of each 
others’ families, which are generally noticed in neigh- 
bourhoods and villages, tend greatly to wear off the 
| asperities of nature, and unite mankind in a happy 
these little civilities 
1 exception from the general rule 


fraternity. So universally are 
practised, that a 
presents a disagreeable association of ideas to the mind, 
and we almost intuitively dislike and despise him who 
wantonly violates the laws of a custom, whieh has 
| becn so Jong, and so generally observed. 


But when such conduct is compared with that of 





our Saviour and his primitive followers, the contrast 
He, itis true, was acctised of 
with publicans and sinners; but 
id any ‘hing in the history of 
his eventfui life, to justify the anti-social practice un- 
His ! 


of coadescensions ; and we are not informed that he 


is obviousand striking. 
exting and drinkine 


it would be difieu!t to fi 





ife was one continued series 
ever refused to speak to per-ous beeause they happened 
to disbelieve his divine precepts. 

Yet there ig anovher point ef view in which such 
conduct is capable of being presented to the mind, 
Tt 


is by contrasting it with the professions of those who 


which renders its appearance still more disgusting. 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| der consideration 
| 
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‘are guilty of it. Such persons often geatanh to much 
piety and humility. ‘They give the world to under- 
stand, “ by smooth words and fair speeches,” that the 
leading object of all they do, is to save sinuers—to 
“ win souls to Christ.” They profess to be the follow- 
ers of Jesus Christ—his Bat 
how does a haughty, unsocial, and unfriendly deport- 
ment towards sinners, agree with such professions ?— 
Are we to conclude they are sincere in their pretensions 
fo a peculiar love of our souls, and at the same time 
conscientious in their neglect of the persons of those 
‘whom they are so anxious to save? It may be so; 
but the “carnal mind” will conceive differently of the 
subject. “ The world,” if we rightly judge of human 
nature, will cousider such conduct, in professing Chris- 
“ians, as emanating from any thing else, rather than 
as growing out of a sincere love of mankind. The 
ungodly ,will, with astonishing adroitness, turn all such 
things to the disparagement of the Christian religion. 
For none are so blind or depraved as not to know, that 
the true Christian ought to adopt a cenciliating eourse 
of conduct towards all—particularly towards the “ ig- 
norant and those who are out of the way.” 


~~~ -—--2- 





“ peculiar people.” 


It is hard to conceive what motive actuates some of 
our neighbours who * pass by on the other side,” 
Yess it is done with the hope of driving people into an 
fatquiescence with their own particular views. If this 
be their object, (though we do not assume the prero- 
grative of judging their hearts,) unless we are strangely 
deceived, they will be ultimately disappointed. Few 
mes can be driven into any measures by such means; 
and the most palpable efféct of cvercion is 
obetinacy. 

We do not intend to make a personal application of 
these remarks, yet it sould be said in justice to many 
‘who have apparently adopted the course above hit.ted 
at, that this anti-soaial spirit has probably originated 
with a few individuals in this community ; and though 


un- 


always 





we are sorry tosay it, this kind of duty (if it deserve | 
the name) is proclaimed from the pulpit, by one whose | 


piety we will not call in question. If this article should 
ever meet his eye, we hope he will profit from the 
hint now given, and correct the evil by abstaining 


hearts of his hearers. It isrespectfully suggested, that 
to inculcate a more friendly, liberal, and charitable 
principle, would be much more efficacious in dissemi- 


| untrammeled, 


nating happiness, and subduing the hearts, and securing | 


the affections of sinners and saints. 

But lest our own motive should be misunderstood, 
we frankly declare that the good of society is the most 
selfish object we have in view in submitting these 
plain observations to the publick. For our humble 
self, we care nota farthiug whether we are treated 
with eivility or otherwise. It is all the same with us 
whether we are spoken to in the language of severity 
or kindness by our opponents—with this exception— 
we could wish to see charity and good feeling more 
extensively prevalent. The truth is, that when we 
behold a professed minister of the gospel with an avert- 
ed eve and lito giity demeanor, we feel a degree of 


| 


from sowing the seeds of pride and contention in the | denied. 
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commiseration more aie felt than described ; but 
what availethit? He will find to his sorrow, that the 
time is at hand when “he that exalteth himself shai! 
be humbled.” 

But when we contemplate the contrast helween 
what is, and what might be, the condition a society, 
of some im- 
What could be more be- 


coming, more beautiful, or more delightful, than to 


we cannot fail to discover the necessity 


provement in this respect. 


see all sects and parties of men, kind, complaisant; 
charitable, and friendly? True there is 
will be for time to come, a diversity of opinion among 
men; but that need not make them enemies. “ To 
*--and all might be 
friends, neighbours, and blessings to one another.— 
Now, as this is the “ age of improvement,” we would 
respectfully sugzest, to all concerned, to adopt, instead 
of haughtiness and feigned contempt, the language of 
kindness in all the social relations of life. Courtesy is 
indeed the only rational species of deportment, and 
kindness the only consistent mode of treatmeut; and 
while no evil can possibly result from an adoption of 


, and probably 


err is human, to forgive, divine ;’ 


these principles, we seriously ‘recommend it toall de- 
nominations of Christians to “do good, and communi- 


cate.” 





SELECTIONS. 
AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLICK. 


Continued from page 126. 








What las now been urged in opposition to 
(his potent engine of clerical usurpation, wa$ 
originally intended as a reply toan uuptovok- 
ed attack on men whose only crime was a jeal- 
ousy of religious incorporations. A brief de- 
lineation of the circumstances attending this 
particular matter, may not be improper, as a 
commentary on the influence exerted by this 
institution over the freedom of the Press — 
{t has ever been received as a_ principle of 
correct policy in countries where the press is 
that where individuals hare 
been arraigned before the publick, the {privi- 
lege of meeting their accusers should not be 
When the columes of a publick jour- 
nal are opened to propagate slanderous accn- 
sation’ against the motives of a large body of 
men, justice would seem to require, that op- 
portunity should be given to repel such insio- 
vations. But when it shall occur that the ed- 
itors of a daily paper of extensive circulation, 
after having introduced to the world an arti- 
cle whose express design was to intimidate a 
large nomber of citizens, in the exercise of 
their legal rights, and become parties to the 
aggression, the great bulwark of our liberties 
isnot far from destruction, Ina time of na 
ordinary reflection on topicks of great impor- 
tance, at a period when the ignorant and learn- 
ed, the poor aud the rich, are arouse: in- 
vestigation, and are anxiously enquiring tot 
truth, the conductors of publick papers have 
proved very recreant to ihe cause of liberty: 


to 
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For motives impelling to such base conduct 
we need not long search, as the fruits manifest- 
ly distover the tree which produced them,— 
We need not hesitate to declare, that the act 
in question, is the direct consequence of eith- 
er abject cowardice, or produced by the prom- 
ise of clerical favour, soothed at one time by 
flattery, and at‘another alarmed by the ter- 
rours of excommunication. Heace, the melan- 
choly picture presented to our notice of a scene 
more uppropriate to the dark age of monkish 
superstition, than the enlightened period, in 
which we are permitted to live. That the 
illiterate should be deceived and led at the 
pleasure of those who assume the function of 
spiritual instructors is nut surprizing, but that 
men,of intellectual habits, should thus bow 
down to an idol to their own making, can only 
be classed among the obliquities of the mind 
of man, There is nothing of exaggeration in 
this, as a plain and unvarnished statement of 
facts will abundantly convince the reader, and 
at the same time force upon his undeistanding, 
some slight perception of the dreadful dilem- 
ma into which we are fast hastening. It will 
appear that there is no time to be lost in mak- 
ing a vigorous effort, effectually to curtail this 
domineering spirit. 

A set of men having their own peculiar pur- 
poses to promote, had made an application to 
the legislature fer its support, and an equal 
umber of respectable persons saw fit to op- 
pose the design in question. ‘The remon- 
strance, as published in the Philadelphia Ga- 
zette, accompanied with editorial remarks, 
calculated to retard its circulation and impede 
the object contemplated by its signers. To 
this [ did not at that time deem it necessay to 


reply, nor was any thing in defence of the re- | 


monstrance elicited, by a communication of 
similar character with those complained of — 
A few days after the memorial of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union appeared in the 
same paper, and was immediately followed by 
an elaborate article, in which the principles 


contained in the remonstrance were pot cov- | 


fated, but the private reputation of the sign- 
ers was assailed. 


those principles, thus virulently attacked, and 
where could a more proper place be found for 


the publication than the journal in which the | 
' An easy pertinent to the | 
Matter in dispute was accordingly prepared, | 


assault was made. 


and a copy furnished the Gazette, with a re- 
quest that it should have an insertion. ‘This 
demand was made in conformity with the 
Prospectus issued by the Editors in the com. 
mencement of their labours, and it was pre- 
sumed ah immediate assent would have been 
givea. Every opportunity has been seduous- 
ly seized for advancing the pretensions of 2n 
overgrown body, that sooner or Jater must 
Jalbunder its own weight. Men of unqnes- 


It now became necessary to | 
appear before the publick in justification of 


tionable standing in the community, have 
assured me, that their application to other 
presses has terminated in the same result.— 
I therefore boldly assert the fact, that there is 
not a daily paper published in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, whose editors do not tremble at the 
frown of this haughty colossus. There are 
none who dare give publicity, to the slightest 
hint which may militate against the interests 
of the American Sunday School Union. On | 
what other principle can we explain the 
remarkable fact, that after a brief examination 
of the litigated points had been made, and 2 
columns in type, the proof sheets were struck 
off, without any thing further being done.— 
These sheets and the state in which the man- 
ascript was returned to me, sufficiently attest 
that the essay would bave beeu published, 
had not some powerful adversary interposed, 
How that foe was able to effect this purpose, 
| the course of these remarks will probably «dis- 
cover in such a manner as not to admit of 
mistake, 

Any institution competent to inspire so 
much dread, must be dangerous in itself, and 
deserves no mercy from those who are resolv- 
ed to advocate justice, and that only. The 
| degraded condition of mer in various sections 
of the earth, has been referred to their want of 
knowledge ; and those who have endeavoured 
to make ignorance perpetual, are properly 
considered as the enemies of mankind. It 
has always been an object of importance with 
the clergy, to possess a controlling influence 
over the press, and hence no sacritice is too 
dear, for ifs attainment. No artifice too mean 
to be employed in persuading men, that in 
| their hands this mighty fever of the world 
may be safely reposea. When the goal of 
ambition has been reached, how have they 
‘employed their ill acquired ascendency in the 
transactions ofthe world. Have they studied 
| to promote the peace and tranquility of the 

great homan family, by exhibiting an ample of 
hamility and meekness? I feel no inclination 
improperly to accuse any particular class of 
| persons ; but when my reflections have 
reverted to the past history of our race, the 
solemn conviction results, that from the cleri- 
| cal order, many of the evils of society have 
emanated. While they boast of knowledge 
and light, all their efforts tend to confine the 
rich blessings to a favoured few. What is it 
that deprives the people of South America of 
| the advantages of liberty and law? The state 
|of the press in that country will furnish an an- 
i swer repicte with instruction to us, and pow. 
| erfully warns all other nations to guard against 
| the insiddous encroachments of an ortbedox 
clergy. No publication can be circulated 
; there without Leing lisenced by a dignitary, 








| specially appoiated to guard the intellect of 


the fluck. ‘That which the church has deci- 
ded (o be just and truc, however fncompres 








140 


4 





heasible, must be accepted under the penalty 
of excommunication, and in many instances 
of death. ‘The mind is bound up in a state of 
darkness upon which no cheering ray of light 
is ever permitted to fall; the father passes to 
the grave, and the son succeeds to a state of 
wretchedness and sorrow. The heavens may 
change, the mountains cramble into dust, and 
the lowly vatlics rise, but the moral condition 
ofman has no mutation. ‘To him improve- 
ment is buta name, withont meaning, a cause 
that has never been productive of an effect 
To what other original shall these evils be 
attributed, if not to the absurd and misguided 
zeal of a superstitious and bigotted clergy.” 

The pressis now considered as the great 
security of a free state, and as affording a me- 
dium through which dangerous innovations 
may be detected, virtue recommended and 
vice exhibited as an object to be shunned.— 
Every man cannot become the proprietor ofan 
establishment fer printing, and even if he 
were, there would remain an art to be acquir- 
ed before it could be made useful. To afford 
an easy tncans of disseminating information 
on important topicks, daily papers were estab 
lished amendable to publick opinion, though 
ander individual control. In this state there 
has always prevailed a courtesy among Edi. 
tors, by which a person assailed in any partic- 
ular journal, may be admitted tothe use of its 
columns forthe purpose of personal vindication. 
At a time wheo party politics had estranged 
men from each other, and the rela!tons of life 
were apparently dissolving, this privilege was 
preserved inviolate. I well remember many 
instances of this kind, and some of them oc- 
curring ina journal, not always spoken of as 
impartial. It is not probable a case can be 
mentioncd, where a defenve like the one in 
dispute has been rejected, without some sub- 
stantial reason being assigned. “Phe objeectiva 
that has been raised in the present instance, is 
the fear, lest it should prove the precursor of a 
controversy, bitier and uncompromising 

I expressly stated in my note to the editors, 
that in the event of the reply being inserted, a 
pledge wonld be given, that nothing in relation 
to the business should afterwards come from 
me. There is no disposition on my part to 
enter into a discussion oa any subject, and 
least of ali rehyion. The specutative tenets 
held by any man are not to be determined dy 
my narrow judgement, nor do 1 think the 
worse of my neighbour, because he does not 
hold the same frith with myself But when 
subjects of this nature are removed from their 
proper place, and forcibly joined with the se- 
cular concerns of men, they acquire additional 
interest, and demand some investigation. In 

*Lest I should be misundersteod, it may be here 
remarked that tn osing the word clergy, those stvled 
Orthodex are only meant. 
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the social circles of the world how often is the 
current of cheerful conversation interrupted, 
and lastiag injuries inflicied, by the introduc- 
tion of Sectarian precepts. Our opponents 
are very generally addicted to this fault, and 
as far as my observation extends, are the men 
who give to the disputes a bitter and unrelent- 
ing tone. Every thing which tends to make 
mankind uahappy, and disturbs the comfort of 
general society, is a suitable object of animad- 
version. Nothing therefore which may be 
said is intended to have an application to any 
doctrine of theorctick faith, but to the strenu- 
ous effort made to impose them on those, who 
neither do, nor can believe them Iam not 
ignorant that there are more ways than one, 
hy which the mind may be fettered, and that 
sophistry sometimes gives to falsehood the 
appearance of truth. Where wealth abounds, 
and leisure concurs, the means of propagating 
errour will not be wanting. 

The objects proposed to the publick atten- 
tion by the managers of the American Sunday 
School Union, are the most extensive ever un- 
dertaken by any single religious institution in 
either ancient or modern times. It has pre- 
tended beretofore to confer moral and religious 
instruction on the poor and ignorant, by re- 
forming the manners and correcting the habits 
of children. In order to attain these desira- 
ble ends, it was thought necessary to publish 
under its name aad sanction, books, tracts, and 
other means of religious edification. In rela- 
tion to theso publication, nothing need he said 
after the confession made by those who are 
the active agents in this dcep and dark scheme. 
That this may be fully accomplished, funds 
are to be raised by subscriptions, donations, 
and bequests. That there may bé no diffical- 
ty in the last, the moment which of all others 
should he devoted to serious meditation, is 
selected as propitious to the designs of an ar- 
rogant priesthood. When men are about to 


}teave this world, and especially after a long 


and painful illness, the mind convinced of the 
vanity of every thing earthly, is open to the 
consolation of even a false friend Reset by 
importuning priests, an understanding natu- 
rally weak, may be seduced into the belief that 
the mercy of God can be procured by large 
donations to his church. Hence it may hap- 
pen in this case, as in many others, that men 
afier having passed their lives in 6pen warfare 
on theirspecies, when the season of enjoyment 
has passed, may like Simon of old, attempt to 
porchase the gift of God with gold. It has 
been remarked that the wealthy, from being 
more frequently selected as the objects of al- 
tack. are found to yield most readily to the w- 
fluence of clerical persuasion. Ina very short 
period an institntion having the same popala- 
rity with (hat now under consideration, may s° 





augment its resources as to defy the authority 


1 of government itself. Endowed with monet 
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_mcorporation so far partakes of the nature of 





confer on it a durable rank 


‘Pretensions of the ambitious, 
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at the mercy of men, whose official friendship 
leads to ruin, and whose kiss betrays to death. 
Let it be weil remembered that the highest 
judicial authority bas declared, that an act of 


a contract, that if once passed, the state can 
never recede. ‘This fact discovers the reason 
of the auxiety displayed by certain individuals 
to conceal the real merits of the controversy, 
endeavouring to make the Lagich ature believe 
a falschood, of which, by their own admission, 
they stand convicted. 
Should this deplorable event take place, 
the corporation will hold property in its Owa 
name, bev competent to buy, sell, barier, give 
and reccive credit, and may transact business 
iv trust for others. It will hold real esiate, 
may confirm titles, sue and be sued; thereby 
becoming a great reservoir into which the sur- 
lus wealth of the country is destined to flow. 
bo proof of the danger to be apprehended on 
this head, it may be remarked, that within 
five years ouly, an Eastern state has aathori- 
zed religious corporations, to the amount of 
thirty millions of dollars. The money thus 
applied, is taken out of genera} circulation, 
and laid up to serve the specifich designs cf 
the institution by which ii is held. ‘here 
would exist a direct tendency to absorb into 
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and protected by a charter, posterity must be | 


M1 


structure of civil society. Bati ip the instance 
of a corporation, none of these obstacles cau 
be successfully opposed to its triumphant 
course ; sheltered behind a charter, it will de- 
| ride the impotent efforts of those whom iis 
power has blasted. Once securely fixed in 
its high estate, the only hope will be, that the 
pride of its rulers may prove the means of its 
decay 

These considerations were the cause of the 
attention paid by the British parliament to the 
subject of revenues belonging to the religious, 
and benevolent asseciaticus, which ended ia the 
enactment of various statutes of mortmain.— 
So extensive was the influence, and subtle the 
ingenuity of the clergy, that they were never 
at a loss to contrive meus to evade the usuai 
license. Inthe progress of time it was remar- 
ked, that the foegal services appointed tor the 
| defence of the kingdom, were daily decreasing; 
| that the circulation of landed property was 
impared ; that the lords were deprived of 
their dues, and the government despoiled of 
its prerogatives. So early as the year 1217, 
in the reign of Heury III,anact was passed, 
making allsuch attempts void, and declaring 
the land forfeited.. Inthe reign of Edward f. 
all persons, religrons or oihers, were forbidden 
to buy, sell, or receive under a pretesce of 
gift, or term of yeurs, or by avy artitice to 


iis funds the property of particular persons, | appropriate to themselves, lands or tenements 


and destroy the veluntary distribution of 
Wealth to an extent. not generally believed. 
Can it be said with truth, our fears are ground- 
less, and our gloomy apprehensions visionary, 
gad without any possibility of ever being real- 
ized? Contributions from many will 
swell the amount of weak finaily, their 
Property wilt be accamuluted te a sum come | 
petent to plice them beyond the power of | 
control. Iugenuity will be inece quate to the 
invention of a princip's capable of counteract- 
ing this disposition to a monopoly. A body 
such as this can never die, and cé asequently 


sources 


Db onti, 


ho relicf can be obtained from that source ; 

Beever is once acquired must remain tor- 
over. the case of individuals, it wes found 
ciety in this state, to propose some regula- 


tion in re! alton to the increase of property in 
the hands of a limited number of persons. By 
the operation of Legislutive enactments, a 
permanent mode has been established, by 
Which the danger of a monoply of wealth is 
averted, Llowever extensive the acquisitions 
of any particalar fimily may be, they cannot 
The law making 


in Mor'aain. Various enactments were made 
by succeeding Parliamenis, until in the. reign 
of Ceorge HI a statute was framed defining 
tbe manner ia which bequests should be made 
to charitable bedies, and aiso limiting the 
amount of property thus disposed. It was be- 
lieved that instances had occurred, of mea who 
at a period near death, had devised large sums 
to charitable institations, to the detriment of 
the publick, and the roin of their famihes — 
Notwithsta nding the power of the Established 
Church tn England, and the solicitade with 
which it is fostered, all the privileges it enjoys 
are 3pecial grants liable tobe recinded They 
are constaatly subjected to a rigorous examin- 
ation, and not unfrequently made the subjects 
of parliamentary investigation. If itis neces- 
sary undera monarchy. to exert so scrapulous 
a jealously, how infinitely must the necessity 
be enhanced, ina county, boasting its Repub- 
licun Institutions. Tous the question is of vital 
interest, and ought to claim the serious atteo- 
tion of those, who may ve dependent ou their 
labour for support. They should never sanc- 
tion those, whose object is within the scope of 





ho distinction among those to whe om the inhe- 
Tilance descends, an equitable distribution is 
the consequence. ‘I'he first possessor, altho’ | 
bya testament he may defer this result, can by 
NO stratagem defeat its final attainment.—- 

here is then a barrier opposed to the varuly 
and they are 


individual enterprise, or may not palpably tend 
tothe publick benefit. Will the community 
be improved, its comfort and happiness secui- 
ed, by the incorporation of the American Suns- 
day School Union? Can any human authori- 
ty, convert the moral wilderness into a field of 
spices, and a garden of sweetly blooming flow- 





eompelted to learn their proper place in the 


ers, where there shal! be nothing to hurt or 
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destroy? Will not the same evils be incident 
to this body, which have marked others, du- 
ring a succession of ages, in the country whence 
our laws are derived ! 

This city presents facilities for its opera- 
tions, which are not so copiously collected in 
any other, therefore it was of moment, a prop- 
er exertion should be made to insure its loca- 
tion here. Large sums were advanced to 
farther this object, and one highly respecta- 
ble person advanced funds sufficient, to face 
the basement story of the place of business 
with marble. A great wducement however 
wns found inthe pleasing hope, that the As- 
sembly of Pennsylvania, might confer on the 
institution, corporate privileges. ‘There was 
a well sustained doubt, whether this object 
could be secured in either ofthe more north- 
ern states, but it was believed the people here 
could be duped into the measure. It was 
imagined they would not perceive the mon- 
strous absurdity of incorporating a body, whose 
meinbers are too unwieldly, to be governed by 
its agency. For it will be sceu that no taw of 
this state, cav possibly reach the offeuces, that 
may be committed in different places, by those 
acting uoder the direction of the managers.— 
Any violation of the charter will be palliated 
by the subterfuge, that it was perpetrated 
without the jurisdiction of the State. Should 
this ever be detected, aud its sophistry discov- 
ered,a new mode which J now hear whisper- 
ed, will probably be devised. Wealth, and 
uncontrolled press, clerical influesce, and oth- 
er means will be used to inflame the popular 
mind, and thereby clear ihe Legislature of ail 
who will not bend to the measures of these re- 
formers of the world. ‘Talent will be no re- 
commendation to political eminence, nor will 
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Union, that the only, and exclusive end pro- 
posed, was the religious education of the 
youth. Those who believe this, have gross- 
ly deceived themselves, and will probably de- 
rive some information from the following ar- 
gumeot. ‘he only advantage insisted on by 
those who have applied for a charter is, the 
vencficial effect it will produce on their prin- 
ting establishment. Nothing else has been 
urged, and for the very best of reasons, name- 
ly, that an act of incorporation could not 
improve the instructors, nor render the child- 
ren more docile. Now the plain truth, when 
stated in simple terms is, that a number of 
men have associated together, ostensibly for 
a good purpose, bat really for one highly inju- 
rious, and wish to be clothed with power to 
collect and apply money as may seem agreea- 
ble. It has been admitted that none receive 
payment for their services but clerks and me- 
chanicks. It must therefore be plain that an 
extensive mechanical business is now com- 
menced, and that Legislative aid is requested 
for its finances. But the inquiry arises, why 
not purchase the books that may be wanted 
from those who have themto sell? Because 
it is of consequence (hat no works be intro- 
duced that are not properly sanctioned. But 
could not publications of this description be 
obtained without this turmoil and waste of 
time? To this we reply, that another object 
is in view, the issuing publications intended 





for the support of particular doctrines. Again 
tit isanswered the funds thus collect will 
| be more than suiitcient for the -oditure, 
| and what is to become of th ander t— 
There is 2 {ellow-labourer in this piot of delu- 
sion, ever ready to devour alt that may reach 
his capacious jaws. All have heard of that 


| 
| 


virtue possess its value, in the civil rekstioasof | great leviathan, the missionary society, the 


life. Age will lose its respect, andthe servi- 
ces of those who have long toiled in the cause 
of bomanity, will be pleaded in vain. The 
Jand will be raled by priests, bigoicd in their 
relicf of creeds, which they are unable to 
comprehend, and which therefore tiey have 
never explained. ‘Thatsuch a design is in 
contemplation, there remains no doubt on my 
mind, and therefore itis that [ have believed 
it my doty, to contribute to its defeat. The 
journals of the couniry have told us, that a 
large institution isto be erected, of the beoe- 
fits of which none can partake, who are not 
Orthodox Christians. Whether in the dispeo- 
sations of providence, such a calamity in its 
full extent will ever befall us, futurity must 
show ; but itis undeniably truc, that ample 


cause exists, for the friends of religious liber- | 


ty, attentively to regard the signs of the times. 
No period can be better adapted for the pur- 
pose of detecting the corruptions, which have 
silently eniercd the church, than the present. 

It would seem, from the assertions giade 


hy the friends of the American Sanday School | 





favourite of the present age, aud the nursery 
}of the fature dictators of the earth. Here 
the great secret is unfolded in all the native 
mahynity of its aspect, and certainly not to 
ibe credit of those who have contributed their 
wealth to the deception. ‘This assertion is 
not made without a careful examination of the 
evidence upon which it is founded, and cer- 
tainly with a full knowledge of the persecution 
that will follow the disclosure. I am, however, 
a stranger to fear, and most of all to that 
which clerical censure might be supposed to 
produce. 

Let a plain exposition be made of the mat- 
ter, from the documents of the petitioners 
themselves) A very elaborate defence re- 
cently published, inost positively proves the 
danger to be apprehended from this institu- 
tion. No distinct object has yet been stated 
for the exercise of Legislative patronage, and 
no publick advantage proposed to enlist the 
affections of the people. ‘The American Sun 





management of the particular schools, nor cao 








day School Union has nothing to do in the , 
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it exercise any control over the teachers. This 
the managers have distinctly asserted, and 
therefore it irresistibly follows that the direct 
support of Sunday schools, is not the advan- 
tage to be obtained bya charter. I have before 
shown that the issaing of books for the use of 
children, is not a matter of such consequence 


as to warrant the sacrifice of important pub- | 


lick considerations. Although Clergymen, 
by the constitution of the society, areexcluded 
from any participation in the active manage- 
ment of its concerns, yet the very last article 
expressly provides that this class of individa- 
als may attend certain meetings. I have ab- 
solute knowledge, that on publick occasions 
they are always active, and are regarded as 
the moving spring of the whole machinery. 
Nothing but the grossest infatuztion could ever 
have beguiled men of high respectability, into 
this labyrinth of iniquity. Charitable persons 
have been persuaded tocontribute to the funds 
of the society, under the beliefthat it was for 
the benefit of destitute children, They pleas 
ed themselves with the idea that many, who 
otherwise would have been nurtured in ignor- 
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ance, were receiving the benefits of moral edu- | 


cation. But while they tho’t appearancos were 
real, a system of deception was planning. Money 
given fora special purpose was arrested iu its 
course, and without the consent of the donors, 
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act so flagrant would draw down upon its per- 
petrators the merited indignation of a justly 
incensed public, and an exclusion from honor- 
able society might be anticipated as the conse- 
quence. Those who, in the maturity of 
their judgement, have assumed responsible 
obligations for the benefit of others, are bound 
to discharge the trust with fidelity. If this be 
true in matters of minor importance, how much 
more so when the poor, naked, and destitute, 
are those to be injured by a contrary course.—— 
Is it possible for the human mind to conceive 
of any sct so basely mean, and at the same 
time so completely hostileto every monly and 
virtuous feeling. as the diversion of money 
given fora charitable use, to a purpose widely 
different? Is there language in which, with 
suflicient power, we can give expression to 
our emotions of abhorrence, and our con- 
tempt for this contemplated act of dishonesty ? 
‘I'he poor, wretched and friendless medicant is 
held up to our view as an object of compass- 
ion, and asa being, by his common nature, 
having claims on our protection. We be- 
held his distress, and wish according to 
our means to contribute to the relief of 
our indigent neighbour ; we lament the ex- 
istence of vice and immorality, more espe- 
cially do we regret to behold the young and 


| expanding mind lost to the sense of its own 


applied to the support of a very different in- | 


stitution. 
maintainance of C, and in opposition to the 
will of B, or without his assent bemng given, 
applies al! that is more than sufficient for C, 
tothe supposed wants of D, what can such an 
act be calied / Nowthis is the situation of 
these men, they have received funds for the 
wee of the Sunday Schools, and immediately 
transferred the surplus to the missionary soci- 
ety. When under the auspices of the Legis- 
lature, new powers are acquired, and more 
extended resources are brought ito action; 
wealth will flow in upon an indolent and ava- 
ricious clergy. They willexuit is obtaining 
that by fraud, which would never have been 
gtanted to an honest and open reqnest. This 
much boasted institution had scarcely begun 
its career, when the attempt was made to con- 
solidate an union with the society for promo- 
ting missions. So completely has the object 
oftheir wishes been reached that the uzion 
may at this time be eonsidered as one of the 
powerful agents in enlarging the claims of an 
arrogant and aspiring clergy, and consequently 
is prosperity is opposed to public peace. 
How the respectable men who appear as the 
advocates to the union, may reconcile this vio- 
lation of truth with the clear and well defin- 
ed principles of justice, | am ignorant. © Had 


the same thing occurred in the ordinary course 
of business among merchants, the person guil- 
ty of so serious a breach of trust, would have 
An 


thaterially suffered in his future credit 





If A solicts money from B for the | 


| 





dignity. Benevolent persons become associ- 
ated together with the intent of applying a 
remedy to all this evil, and with difficulty raise 
money for the promotien of their noble pure 
pose. ut these to whom they have eatrus- 
ed the direction of the funds: thus collected, 
in the plenitude of taeir wisdom, saw meet to 
apply them to the support of spiritual purvey- 
ors. Their ideas would seem to differ from 
those humble men who originally preached the 
gospel, in that they were cautious how they 
used the money collected for the poor saints. 
I'he great apostle of the Gentiles, when en- 
gaged in procuring assistance for his distress- 
ed brethren, expressly informs us that his own 
labour did minister to his necessities, as also 
those that were with him 
ObAT sc . RY. 

DIE D—On Wednesday the 9th instant, Mrs. Brer- 
sEY Dory, wile of Mr. Frankurn Dory, and daugh- 
ter of Mr. George Standard. 

In noticing the deati: of this excellent woman, it is 
no more than justice to add, that she lived respected 
aid died lamented by all who knew her. Her de- 
portment through life has been characterized by that 
calm, considerate and dignified prudence, which ren- 
dered her an example worthy of imitation. As her 
litehad been destitute of any undue excitement, her 
departure was peaceful and happy. She has left be- 
hind her, a husband, who duly prized her excellence, 
aud two little children, together with a numerous cir- 
cle of relutives and friends, who mourn her joss.— 
May they cherish a remembrance of her virtues, and 
rely for comfort upon that God, who doth not afflict 
willingly, but who ohastizes his children that they 
may be be made partakers of his holiness. 
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Poctick Department. — 


THE DYING BLIND BOY TO HIS MOTHER. 


This pathetic poem is copied from an English publica- 
tion called Zhe World. Whoever cen read its plain- 
tive strains, and not experience an emotion diffieult 
to be suppressed, must possess feelings different 
frem those which act upon our hearts. —Lit. Cadet. 

Mother, I am dying uow, 

Death’s cold damps are on my brow ! 

Leave me not—each pang grows stronger, 
Patient watch a little longer. 

Sweet it is your voice to hear, 

Though dull and heavy grows mine ear ; 

Wait and take my last adieu, 

Never mother loved like yon! 

Though your form | ne’er might see, 

Your image was not hid from me— 

Stamped on my adoring mind, 

Beautiful, but undefined : | 
Ever fair and ever bright, 

That vision filled me with delight, 
Well I knew whate’er might be, 
Those oft-praised forms! could not sce; 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





Might I ali their beauty view, j 
None of them would rival you.* i 
Life to me was sweet and dear, { 
While L i:ve the tales to hear, j 


Toid by you on wintry hearth, 

All to make your blind boy mirth! 
Aud I love my voice to join 

In chorus of those hymns divine, 

By which you fondly tought your boy 
To look to Heaven with hope and joy. 
Sun or moon I could not see, © 

But love measured time foi me. 
When your kiss my slumber broke, 
Vhen [ kuew the mort: had woke ; 
And when the hour canie to pray, 
Then I knew ’iwas close of day ; 
When I heard the loua winde blov,, 
And I felt the warm fire glow, 

Then I knew ’twas winter wild, 

And kept at home—your helpless child! 
When the air grew miid and soft, 
And the gay lark sang aloft, 

Wheu [hear the streamlet flowing, 
And | smelt the wild flower blowing, 
And the bee around me hum, 

Then I knew that spring had come. 
Forth I wandered with delight, 

And I kuew when days were bright ; 
When I climbed the green hill’s side, 
Fancy traced the prospect wide ; 
Ans ’twas pleasant wheu I pressed 
The warn and downy tuft to rest. 
Now I never more shall roam 

The many paths around my home ; 
And you wiil often look in vain, 

Nor hail your wanderer e’er again ; 
Never more on tiptoe creep, 

Where he lay as if asleep ; 

Or with low and plaintive moan, 
Murmuring to himself alone, 

Oa bed of wild flowers stretched, 








Than to be in life alone, 
When she and every friend were gone. 
Meurn not o’er me broken hearted 
Not for long sliall we be parted ; 
Soon in vales which ever bloom 
Which uosading flowers perfume, 
In reatins oi life ! of light and joy, 
You will meet your poor biind boy t 
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WOMAN’S HEART. 
“ Alas! that man should ever win 
So sweet a slivine to sname and sin, 
As woman’: heart.”—L. E. L. 
Say what is Woman’s Heart? A thing 
Where all the deepest feelings spring. 
A harp whose tender chords reply 
Unto the touch in harmony— 
A world whose fairy scenes are fraught 
With all the colored dreams of thought— 
A bark that still will blindly move 
Upon the treacherous seas of love. 





What is Love? A ceaseless stream, 
A changeless star and endless dream, 
A smiling flower that wil! not die, 
“A beuuty and e mystery ;” 

Its storms as ligbt es Aort! showers, 
Its joys as bright as April Jowers, 

[ts hopes a3 sweet as summer air, 

An dark as winter its despair. 


What are its hopes? Rainbows that throw 
A radiant light where’er they go, 
Smiling when beaven is overcast, 

Yet meiting into storms at last ! 

Bright cheats, that come with siren words, 
Beguiling it, like summer birds, 

That stay while nature round them blooms, 
But flee away when wintcr comes. 

What is hate? A passing. frown, 

A single weed “midst blossoms sown, 
That cannot flourish there for long; 

A harsh note iu a» angei’s song, — 

A summer cloud, that all the while 

Is lightened by asun-bseam’s smile; 

A passion that scarce hath a part 

Amidst the gems of woman’s heart. 

And what is its despair? A deep 

Fever, thai leaves no teara to weep ; 

A wo that works with silent power, 

As cenker-worms destroy a flower; 

A viper that shows not it wakes, 

Until the heart it prays on breaks; 

A mist that robesa star of light, 

And wraps it up in darkest night. 


Then what is Woman’s Heart? A thing 

Where all the deepest feelings spring, 

A barp whose tender chords reply 

Unto the touch in barmony, 

A world whose fairy scenes are fraught 

With all the colored dreams of thought, 

A bark that still will blindly move 

Upon the treacherous seas of love. 
Se 


A GOOD PAGAN PRAYER. 











Starting when a kiss you snatched, 

Til) nature whispered ’twas my mother, 
And affection gave another! 

Bat ’tis sweeter thus to die, 

With my tender mother by, 





* It has been related of some who were relicved 
from early blindness, that they evitdentiy expected to 
find those whom affection and kindness had endeared | 
to them, the most beautiful to the eve 


Great Jove! grant this my chief petition— 
Thou know’st what’s best for man’s condition— 
Ask’d or unask'd, that good supply— 

And to my prayer, what’s bad deny! 
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